Candidemia in non-neutropenic patients with an intravenous hyperalimentation catheter: good prognosis of Candida parapsilosis infection.
Positive blood cultures reported between 1986 and 1993 at the Tokyo Metropolitan Komagome Hospital were evaluated and all patients with an intravenous hyperalimentation catheter who developed candidemia, a total of 94 patients, were analyzed further, while patients with neutropenia were excluded. The primary diagnosis was malignancy in 87.2% of the cases, and Candida albicans and C. parapsilosis were the main organisms detected. A total of 17 patients died from candidemia. The patients who were positive for C. parapsilosis, however, all survived in spite of the fact that their main treatment was only removal of the catheter (20/32 cases), while eight of 25 patients who developed fungemia due to C. albicans died from the fungemia (p = 0.001). There were no significant differences in their risk factors. Because of the better outcome for the patients who developed candidemia due to C. parapsilosis, we might be able to consider less aggressive treatment for such patients.